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Watershed Happenings

We have been busy these last few weeks looking at various projects to start. Some of the
projects have included getting grants for recycling in the area so that Hines Creek and
Worsley have their own bins, looking at putting SolarBees into use in the Hines Creek
area, and getting funding for more dugout testing.

We have also had members attend conferences in southern Alberta helping us to network
and gain valuable insight from other watershed groups across the province.

Our website, which was down for a little while, is now back up and running. It has been
updated with new test results, state of the watershed report and pictures page. There is
also a discussion forum for users to discuss the County and any thoughts or ideas they
may have. We are hoping to start a recycling program in the County and are currently
seeking input about the subject. If you have thoughts about it please post on our
discussion board or contact Lindsey Wasylciw at 685.3946.

Our spring supper is in the works. We are currently seeking nominations for a person
deserving of our Conservation Award.

We are also going to sponsor a poster contest for grades 3 and 4 at our local schools with
the theme of watersheds. More information will come in January.

Why are those gossip-hunting spies called eavesdroppers? It is because in
Middle English, the water that falls from the eaves of a house was called
eavesdrop, and eavesdropper was first used to describe someone who
would stand close to a house in order to hear what was going on inside.
The elephant can smell water up to 3 miles away. Also, a dogs' nose is so

sensitive that it can tell the difference between a tub of water and a tub of |-

water with a teaspoon of salt in it.
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Water Rights in Alberta

Alberta’s water rights have since 1894 been allocated by a first
in time, first in right system (FITFIR). In other words first
come, first serve. In this system those with seniority can take as
much water as needed, whereas the junior licenses may fall
short in their needs. The environment, as in the fish and natural
flow of the river is not allocated any water under this system
and thus the system runs the risk of running the river dry.
Alberta’s current water system is now under review and your
input in the matter is being asked to help determine how the
system should be changed. More information is available at
www.water-matters.org.

many. This is usually due to an overload of

phosphorus out of the water body. Trials in

an eye on this new product at
www.phoslock.com.au

Australia have shown it to be 95% effective. Keep

, )
"There is too little public recognition of how much we all depend u
farmers as stewards of our soil, water and wildlife resources."
- John F. Kennedy
\ y
Phoslock A Fishy Story
Dugouts are unquestionably a major source of water | A man was stopped by a game warden in Northern
for many in the area and as always once summer Michigan recently with two buckets of fish leaving &
hits algae can frequently become a problem for lake well known for its fishing. The game warden

asked the man, "Do you have a license to catch thg

nutrients which can occur overtime. Thereisanew | gopon
product which is going through the testing phase in
Canada which may help combat this problem.
Phoslock is a modified clay which helps to settle

The man replied to the game warden, "No, Jinese
are my pet fish." "Pet fish?" the warden replied.
"Yes, sir. Every night | take these here fish down to
the lake and let them swim around for a while. |
whistle and they jump back into their buckets, and |
take em home." "That's a bunch of hooeyshrcan't
do that!" The man looked at the game warden for a
moment, and then said, "Here, I'll show you. It reall

. USEONY |
WHATYOU ©
NEED.

) DENVER WATER

works."

"Okay, I've GOT to see this!" The game warden wa|
curious now. The man poured the fish in to the lake
and stood and waited. After sexal minutes, the
game warden turned to the man and said: "Well?"
"Well, What?" the man responded. "When are you
going to call them back?" the game warden
prompted.

"Call who back?" the man asked. "The FISH."
"What fish?" the man asked



http://www.water-matters.org/

Growing Forward Alberta
The Government of Alberta has launched a new website called GrOV\1
Forward, (www.growingforward.alberta.ca) that is aimed at agricultur

in the province. This website is to help encourage innovation and to
the agricultural producers in the provincdhe Self Assessment tool is

quick five minute quiz that can help you to find grants and programsi
can help out your farm. Some of these programs range from grants

help bolster farm efficiency all the way to water management plannin
It is a nev website and new programs and news is being posted every
day.

SolarBee
SolarBee is a floating mechanical device with solar panels on the top that
power a circulating device underneath. The machine brings water from
directly underneath the machine and pushes this water along the top layer
of the water body. This helps to oxygenate the water and keep it from
icing over in the winter. These units have been placed all over Canada,
including Fairview, and are used in both freshwater and wastewater
applications. According to the manufacturers freezing of the unit or ice
forming around the unit does not hurt it so that it may be left in all winter
long. These devices can help reduce odors and algae blooms. These units
will likely become very popular in the future but at this time units are
quite expensive. If you are interested in these units you can check them
out at www.solarbee.com.

Clear Hills Watershed
Initiative Call for

Nominations

CHWI is looking for
nominations for their next
environmental stewardship
award. If you know of a

person or a group of people
who havemade environmental
improvements in Clear Hid
County contact Mike
Rudakewich or Don Thomas
with your nomination and
reason why.

Recycling Household Gray Water

The Ontario government has approved the installation of gray water
recycling systems into several Ontario schools. The systems will recycle
water that comes out of your shower or bathtubs, washer or sinks and lead

it into a second filtration system. Once this water is filtered it will then be
used to flush toilets. This is a simple way of reusing water that in most
cases has already been paid for and will help not only to conserve water
but also to reduce water bills for many. This water is also being used to
water gardens and lawns. Household systems are expected to become
more widespread as water conservation is brought to the forefront.
Unfortunately systems are not legal in Alberta yet.
www.greenedmonton.ca/mcnzh-grey-water

WWW.bracsystems.com WwWw.rewater.com

Websites of Interest

Ducks Unlimited
www.ducks.ca

Sustainable Resources
Alberta

www.srd.alberta.ca

This website contains information on
hunting, trapping and fishing
regulations. Pretty much anything
outdoors in Alberta can be found here
including fish stocking reports. From
this website you can access My Wild
Alberta (www.mywildalberta.com)

and join the community which will
send reminders of important dates to
your email.



http://www.ducks.ca/
http://www.srd.alberta.ca/
http://www.mywildalberta.com/
http://www.cowsandfish.org/
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Made in Canada Products.
Especially with a recovering
economy, shopping our own
Canadian made products is
always a good idea. Here are
some websites that feature Made
in Canada products including
toys, baby stuff and clothing,
and food stuffs. The Canadian
Made website features
companies that are Canadian
owned and operated as well.
www.buycanadianfirst.ca
www.buymadeincanada.com
www.canadianmade.com
www.productsofcanada.com
www.babybunnynaturals.com
www.inclaynations.com

| like to walk on fresh fallen
snow

The kind that whispers and
speaks.

It sings a song as | walk
along

With crackles and scrunches
and squeaks. o

Jackets and sweaters, Stockings
and boots

Snug hats and mittens, Warm
woolen suits.

All bundled up and ready to go
Out of the house to play in the
Snow.

Although | feel clumsy in all of
these clothes,

| am so happy whenever it
snows!

Let 6s T aHarknindhb o u't

First story.

| had the good luck of attending a conference down in Devon
recently. It had to do with all kinds of watershed issues and it was nice to
see some very strong groups out there. Our last speaker was from
Alberta Environment. It seems this man had gone traveled the North
Saskatchewan river from west to east to sample fish. To make a long
story short, he heard dozens of stories about how the river used to be full
of fish. But he found when he sampled that there were very few fish and
also not a great deal of variety. In some areas only the toughest of sucker
fish had survived and those were severely diseased. The only place
where he found a variety of fish and in decent numbers was by the
military base in Wainwright. He believed (and had plenty of evidence to
back him up) the reason for this was the intensive farming in southern
Alberta.

Second story.

A new truck in 1960 cost what? Roughly between $2000 and
$3000. 50 years later they cost about $50 000. Gas goes up, fertilizer,
herbicide, etc.., etc...Obviously the prices of wheat, canola and other
crops has not risen at a similar pace.

Third Story

There are a variety of studies that show that spending time in the
outdoors has a positive impact on people. They are generally happier
with their quality of life, jobs and decisions made. This means that we all
benefit by having outdoor recreational activities.

So now we have to put this altogether. We know intensive
farming is causing issues in our waterways, but at the same time we know
that many farmers have to farm this way to make a living. So where in
all of this lies our solution. Well this fellow from Alberta Environment
had a few thoughts about that. He said that farmers are our land stewards
and that is true without a doubt. They control a great deal of land
throughout Alberta, including amount of land in forest or wetland or
crop. Since we all enjoy some time spent outdoors and it makes our lives
better, then shouldn’t farmers receive some sort of compensation for not
using herbicides or for keeping wetlands on their property. Some type of
incentive for creating a better quality life and environment for all those
around them. | believe most farmers would prefer this approach to help
ease up on their own costs. Even though there are recreational areas set
aside for camping and the like, the entire environment improves by
keeping and maintaining small non-cropped areas. To some degree there
is already a form of this occurring. The Growing Forward website by the
Alberta Government often requires an environmental farm plan (EFP) to
obtain many of the grants offered by the government. With time and the
proper incentives, at some time in the future perhaps we can create a



http://www.buymadeincanada.com/
http://www.canadianmade.com/
http://www.productsofcanada.com/
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